
New Firearm Legislation effective September 1, 2022 

Chapter 371 of laws 2022 

S51001/A41001 
 

Anyone owning a firearm is responsible for knowing the laws governing firearms. 

 

EXISTING LAW that this legislation effects: 

  

1. PL § 400.00 establishes the requirements for licenses to carry, possess, repair, and dispose of 
firearms. 
  
2. PL § 265 establish the penalties of unlawful possession of firearms and other dangerous weapons. 
 
 3. PL § 400.02 establishes the creation of a statewide license and record database. 
 
4. PL § 400.03 requires every "commercial transfer" of ammunition, including sales by firearms dealers 
and other ammunition vendors, to be preceded by a background check through a statewide license and 
record database. 
  
5. PL § 270.20 establishes the penalties for unlawful wearing of a body vest. 
  
6. PL § 27021 establishes the penalties for unlawful purchase of a body vest. 
  
7. PL § 27022 establishes the penalties for unlawful sale of a body vest. 
  
8. Gen Bus. L § 896 establishes the regulations concerning the operation of a gun show. 
  
9. Gen Bus. L § 898 establishes the requirements for the private sale or disposal of firearms, rifles and 
shotguns. 
  
10. Gen Bus. L § 396-eee establishes the penalties for unlawful sale or delivery of body vests. 
  
11. Executive law § 144-a establishing the criteria for eligible professions for the purchase, sale, and use 
of body vests. 
  

12. Executive law § 837 establishes the functions, powers, and duties of the division. 

 

WARNING:  RESPONSIBLE FIREARM STORAGE IS THE LAW IN NEW YORK STATE. WHEN STORED 

IN A HOME FIREARMS, RIFLES, OR SHOTGUNS MUST EITHER BE STORED WITH A GUN LOCKING DEVICE 

OR IN A SAFE STORAGE DEPOSITORY OR NOT BE LEFT OUTSIDE THE IMMEDIATE POSSESSION AND 

CONTROL OF THE OWNER OR OTHER LAWFUL POSSESSOR, IF A CHILD UNDER THE AGE OF EIGHTEEN 

RESIDES IN THE HOME OR IS PRESENT, OR IF THE OWNER OR POSSESSOR RESIDES WITH A PERSON 



PROHIBITED FROM POSSESSING A FIREARM UNDER STATE OR FEDERAL LAW. FIREARMS SHOULD BE 

STORED BY REMOVING THE AMMUNTION FROM AND SECURELY LOCKING SUCH FIREARM IN A 

LOCATION SEPARATE FROM AMMUNITION. LEAVING FIREARMS ACCESSIBLE TO A CHILD OR OTHER 

PROHIBITED PERSON MAY SUBJECT YOU TO IMPRISONMENT, FINE, OR BOTH. WHEN STORED IN A 

VEHICLE OUTSIDE THE OWNER'S IMMEDIATE POSSESSION OR CONTROL, FIREARMS, RIFLES, AND 

SHOTGUNS MUST BE STORED IN AN APPROPRIATE SAFE STORAGE DEPOSITORY AND OUT OF SIGHT 

FROM OUTSIDE OF THE VEHICLE. 

 

Vehicle Storage 

No person shall store or otherwise leave a rifle, shotgun, or firearm out of his or her immediate 

possession or control inside a vehicle without first removing the ammunition from and securely locking 

such rifle, shotgun, or firearm in an appropriate safe storage depository out of sight from outside of the 

vehicle. And goes on to say when locked is Incapable of being opened without the key, keypad, 

combination, or other unlocking mechanism and shall be fire, impact, and tamper resistant. A glove 

compartment or glove box shall not be considered an appropriate safe storage depository. 

 

Semiautomatic Rifle License as amended by Chapter 212 A10503 Laws 2022 effective September 1, 

2022 

Every person licensed to purchase or take possession of a semiautomatic rifle shall have the license for 

the same on his or her person while purchasing or taking possession of such weapon.  

Criminal purchase of a semiautomatic rifle. 

    § 5. The penal law is amended by adding a new section 265.65 to read as follows: 

       § 265.65 Criminal purchase of a semiautomatic rifle. 

          A person is guilty of criminal purchase of a semiautomatic rifle when he or she purchases or takes 

possession of a semiautomatic rifle and does not possess a license to purchase or take possession of a 

semiautomatic rifle as provided in subdivision two of section 400.00 of this chapter. 

    Criminal purchase of a semiautomatic rifle is a class A misdemeanor for the first offense and a class E 

felony for subsequent offenses. 

Criminal sale of a semiautomatic rifle. 

§ 6. The penal law is amended by adding a new section 265.66 to read as follows: 

    § 265.66 Criminal sale of a semiautomatic rifle. 

       A person is guilty of criminal sale of a semiautomatic rifle when, knowing or having reason to know it 

is a semiautomatic rifle, he or she sells, exchanges, gives or disposes of a semiautomatic rifle to another 

person and such other person does not possess a license to purchase or take possession of a 

semiautomatic rifle as provided in subdivision two of section 400.00 of this chapter. Criminal sale of a 

semiautomatic rifle is a class E felony. 



A license to purchase or take possession of a semiautomatic rifle 

 § 7. Subdivision 10 of section 400.00 of the penal law is amended by adding a new paragraph (c) to read 

as follows: 

    (c)  A license to purchase or take possession of a semiautomatic rifle as defined in subdivision two of 

this section shall be recertified to the applicable licensing officer every five years following the issuance 

of such license.  Failure to renew such a license shall be a violation punishable by a fine not to exceed 

two hundred fifty dollars, and such failure to renew shall be considered by the licensing officer when 

reviewing future license applications by the license holder pursuant to this chapter. 

Criminal possession of a weapon in a restricted location 

§ 5. The penal law is amended by adding a new section 265.01-d to read 

    as follows:  

    § 265.01-d Criminal possession of a weapon in a restricted location. 

      1.  A person is guilty of criminal possession of a weapon in a restricted location when such person    

possesses a firearm, rifle, or shotgun and enters into or remains on or in private property where such 

person knows or reasonably should know that the owner or lessee of such property has not permitted 

such possession by clear and conspicuous signage indicating that the carrying of firearms, rifles, or 

shotguns on their property is permitted or has otherwise given express consent. 

      2. This section shall not apply to: 

       (a) police officers as defined in section 1.20 of the criminal procedure law; 

       (b)  persons who are designated peace officers as defined in section 

             2.10 of the criminal procedure law; 

       (c) persons who were employed as police officers as defined in section 

             1.20 of the criminal procedure law, but are retired; 

       (d) security guards as defined by and registered under article seven-A 

             of the general business law who has been granted a special armed registration card, while at the   

location of their employment and during their work hours as such a security guard; 

        (e) active-duty military personnel; 

        (f)  persons licensed under paragraph (c), (d) or (e) of subdivision 

      two of section 400.00 of this chapter while in the course of his or her 

     official duties; or 

      (g) persons lawfully engaged in hunting activity. 

       Criminal possession of a weapon in a restricted location is a class E 

     felony. 

 

  2. No person shall store or otherwise leave a rifle, shotgun, or 

firearm out of his or her immediate possession or control inside a vehicle without first removing the 

ammunition from and securely locking such rifle, shotgun, or firearm in an appropriate safe storage 

depository out of sight from outside of the vehicle. 

  3. For purposes of this section "safe storage depository" shall mean a safe or another secure container 

which, when locked, is incapable of being opened without the key, keypad, combination, or other 

unlocking mechanism and is capable of preventing an unauthorized person from obtaining 



access to and possession of the weapon contained therein and shall be fire, impact, and tamper 

resistant. Nothing in this section shall be deemed to affect, impair or supersede any special or local act 

relating to the safe storage of rifles, shotguns or firearms which impose additional requirements on the 

owner or custodian of such weapons.  For the purposes of subdivision two  of  this section, a glove 

compartment or glove box shall not be considered an appropriate safe storage depository. 

 

Sensitive Location – Restricting Firearms 

 

§ 4. The penal law is amended by adding a new section 265.01-e to read as follows: 
 
      § 265.01-e Criminal possession of a firearm, rifle or shotgun in a sensitive location. 

        1.  A person is guilty of criminal possession of a firearm, rifle or shotgun in a sensitive location when 
such person possesses a firearm, rifle or shotgun in or upon a sensitive location, and such person knows 
or reasonably should know such location is a sensitive location. 
        2. For the purposes of this section, a sensitive location shall mean: 
        (a) any place owned or under the control of federal, state or local government, for the purpose of 
government administration, including courts; 
        (b) any location providing health, behavioral health, or chemical dependance care or services; 
        (c) any place of worship or religious observation; 
        (d) libraries, public playgrounds, public parks, and zoos; 
        (e)  the location of any program licensed, regulated, certified, funded, or approved by the office of 
children and family services that provides services to children, youth, or young adults, any legally 
exempt childcare provider; a childcare program for which a permit to operate such program has been 
issued by the department of health and mental hygiene pursuant to the health code of the city of New 
York; 
        (f) nursery schools, preschools, and summer camps; 
        (g) the location of any program licensed, regulated, certified, operated, or funded by the office for 
people with developmental disabilities; 
        (h)  the location of any program licensed, regulated, certified, operated, or funded by office of 
addiction services and supports; 
        (i) the location of any program licensed, regulated, certified, operated, or funded by the office of 
mental health; 
        (j)  the location of any program licensed, regulated, certified, operated, or funded by the office of 
temporary and disability assistance; 
        (k) homeless shelters, runaway homeless youth shelters, family shelters, shelters for adults, 
domestic violence shelters, and emergency shelters, and residential programs for victims of domestic 
violence; 
        (l) residential settings licensed, certified, regulated, funded, or operated by the department of 
health; 
        (m) in or upon any building or grounds, owned or leased, of any educational institutions, colleges 
and universities, licensed private career schools, school districts, public schools, private schools licensed 
under article one hundred one of the education law, charter schools, non-public schools, board of 
cooperative educational services, special act schools, preschool special education programs, private 
residential or non-residential schools for the education of students with disabilities, and any state-
operated or state-supported schools; 
        (n)   any place, conveyance, or vehicle used for public transportation or public transit, subway cars, 
train cars, buses, ferries, railroad, omnibus, marine or aviation transportation; or any facility used for or 



in connection with service in the transportation of passengers, airports, train stations, subway and rail 
stations, and bus terminals; 
       (o)  any establishment issued a license for on-premise consumption pursuant to article four, four-A, 
five, or six of the alcoholic beverage control law where alcohol is consumed and any establishment 
licensed under article four of the cannabis law for on-premise consumption; 
        (p)  any place used for the performance, art entertainment, gaming, or sporting events such as 
theaters, stadiums, racetracks, museums, amusement parks, performance venues, concerts, exhibits, 
conference centers, banquet halls, and gaming facilities and video lottery terminal facilities as licensed 
by the gaming commission; 
        (q) any location being used as a polling place; 
        (r)  any public sidewalk or other public area restricted from general public access for a limited time 

or special event that has been issued a permit for such time or event by a governmental entity, or 

subject to specific, heightened law enforcement protection, or has otherwise had such access restricted 

by a governmental entity, provided such location is identified as such by clear and conspicuous signage; 

        (s) any gathering of individuals to collectively express their constitutional rights to protest or 

assemble; 

        (t)  the area commonly known as Times Square, as such area is determined and identified by the city 

of New York; provided such area shall be clearly and conspicuously identified with signage. 

 

Effective until April 1, 2023    Pistol License  

 

   Processing of license applications. Applications for licenses shall be accepted for processing by 

the licensing officer at the time of presentment. Except upon written notice to the applicant specifically 

stating the reasons for any delay, in each case the licensing officer shall act upon any application for a 

license pursuant to this section within six months of the date of presentment of such an application to 

the appropriate authority. Such delay may only be for good cause and with respect to the applicant.  In 

acting upon an application, the licensing officer shall either deny the application for reasons specifically 

and concisely stated in writing or grant the application and issue the license applied for. 

 

 * 4-a. Appeals from denial of an application, renewal, recertification, or license revocation. If an 

application for a license is denied, not renewed, not recertified, or revoked, the licensing officer shall 

issue a written notice to the applicant setting forth the reasons for such denial. An applicant may, within 

ninety days of receipt of such notice, request a hearing to appeal the denial to the appeals board 

created by the division of criminal justice services and the superintendent of state police. An individual 

may be represented by counsel at any appearance before the appeals board and shall be afforded an 

opportunity to present additional evidence in support of their application. The commissioner of criminal 

justice services and the superintendent of state police shall promulgate rules and regulations governing 

such appeals process. 

 
Effective until September 4, 2022 
 

    * 2. Types of licenses. A license for gunsmith or dealer in firearms shall be issued to engage in such 

business.  A license for a semiautomatic rifle, other than an assault weapon or disguised gun, shall be 

issued to purchase or take possession of such a semiautomatic rifle when such transfer of ownership 

occurs on or after the effective date of chapter two hundred twelve of the laws of two thousand twenty-



two that amended this subdivision. A  license for a pistol or revolver, other than an assault weapon or a 

disguised gun, shall be issued to (a) have and possess in his dwelling by a householder;  (b) have  and 

possess in his place of business by a merchant or storekeeper; (c) have and carry concealed while so 

employed by a  messenger  employed by  a  banking  institution  or  express  company;  (d) have and 

carry concealed by a justice of the supreme  court in the first or second judicial departments, or by a 

judge of the New York city civil court or the New York city criminal court; (e) have and carry concealed 

while  so employed by a regular employee of an institution of the state, or of any county, city, town or 

village, under control of a commissioner of correction of the city or any warden, superintendent or head  

keeper of any state prison, penitentiary, workhouse, county jail or other institution for the detention of 

persons convicted or accused of crime or held as witnesses in criminal cases, provided that application is 

made therefor by such commissioner, warden, superintendent or head keeper; (f) have and carry 

concealed, without regard to employment or place of possession subject to the restrictions of state and 

federal law, by any person;  and (g) have, possess, collect and carry antique pistols which are defined  as  

follows: (i) any single shot, muzzle loading pistol with a matchlock, flintlock, percussion cap, or similar 

type of ignition system manufactured in or before 1898, which is not designed for using rimfire or 

conventional centerfire fixed ammunition; and (ii) any replica of any pistol described in  clause  (i)  

hereof  if such replica; (1) is not designed or redesigned for using rimfire or conventional centerfire fixed 

ammunition, or (2) uses rimfire or conventional centerfire fixed ammunition which is no longer 

manufactured  in  the United States and which is not readily available in the ordinary channels of 

commercial trade. 

 

New Training Pistol Course and Live Fire Qualification Course 

Effective September 1, 2022 but not available until July 15, 2023 

19  Prior to the issuance or renewal of a  license under paragraph (f) of subdivision two of this section, 

issued or renewed on or after the effective date of this subdivision, an applicant shall complete an in 

person live firearms safety course conducted by a duly authorized instructor with curriculum approved 

by the division of criminal justice services and the superintendent of state police, and meeting the 

following requirements: (a) a minimum of sixteen hours of in-person live curriculum approved by the 

division of criminal justice services and the superintendent of state police, conducted by a duly 

authorized instructor approved by the division of criminal justice services, and shall include but not be 

limited to the following  topics: (i) general firearm safety; (ii) safe storage requirements and general 

secure storage  best  practices;  (iii)  state and federal gun laws; (iv) situational awareness; (v) conflict 

de-escalation; (vi) best practices when  encountering  law  enforcement; (vii) the statutorily defined 

sensitive places in subdivision two of section 265.01-e of this chapter and the restrictions on possession 

on restricted  places under section 265.01-d of this chapter; (viii) conflict management; (ix) use of deadly 

force; (x) suicide prevention; and (xi) the basic principles of marksmanship; and (b) a minimum of two  

hours of a live-fire range training course.  The applicant shall be required to demonstrate proficiency by 

scoring a minimum of eighty percent correct answers on a written test for the curriculum under 

paragraph (a) of this subdivision and the proficiency level determined by the rules and regulations 

promulgated by the division of criminal justice services and the superintendent of state police for the 

live-fire range training under paragraph (b) of this subdivision.  Upon demonstration of such proficiency, 

a certificate of completion shall be issued to such applicant in the applicant’s name and endorsed and 



affirmed under the penalties of perjury by such duly authorized instructor.  An applicant required to 

complete the training required herein prior to renewal of a license issued prior to the effective date of 

this subdivision shall only be required to complete such training for the first renewal of such license 

after such effective date. 

     

 


